
 
 
July 2, 2005  
 
 
Ms. Bessie Sharpshooter 
324 West Shaky Gun Way 
Dallas, TX 75123 
 
 
Dear Ms. Sharpshooter: 
 
Thank you very much for your concerns about healthcare insurance.  We share a common 
concern regarding healthcare and related issues.  During this session of Congress I have pledged 
my support to several healthcare related bills.  Health insurance should be available to any and 
every American regardless of their current situation.  I intend to continue to work towards 
finding a way that this can be accomplished. 
 
I was proud to support, H.R. 3204, The State High Risk Pool Funding Extension Act of 
2005.  H.R. 3204 was voted on and passed out of the House on July 20th, 2005.  It is on the 
Senate’s schedule and is awaiting their vote.  The bill will extend further funding for people that 
fall into the high-risk insurance pool category.   
 
High Risk Pool Overview 
Texas is one of 33 states that have high-risk pools in place to support individuals that might not 
otherwise be able to obtain personal health insurance.  These programs are not merely handed to 
people that cannot afford insurance; they must be able to pay for the premiums that are 
associated with such plans.  High-risk pools are non-profit organizations that are established by 
states that collect premiums from contracted private insurance companies.  Most of these 
programs are small and provide for a small percentage of the uninsured.  In 2001, high-risk pools 
provided health insurance to approximately 127,000 people nationwide, increasing to about 
153,000 by 2002.1  The amount of people enrolled in these state programs vary in each state.  
Minnesota owned the highest amount of citizens within a high-risk pool in 2001 with 26,443 
insured.  Our state of Texas has since surpassed this mark and now has over 27,000 people with 
health coverage.   
 
I want Texas to lead the way in helping individuals that may not otherwise be able to find 
personal health insurance.  Without the high-risk pool program, these people would not have 
personal insurance at all.  Many people are turned away from private personal insurance for 
reasons out of the person’s control.  Pre-existing conditions are a major concern for people 
seeking insurance; a great number of these people are turned away and are left to pay medical 
                                                             
1 State Insured – High Rish Pools.  CRS Report for Congress.  Congressional Research Service.  February 14, 2003. 
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bills in full.  That is where high-risk pools step in to help.  The benefits available usually vary 
from state to state.  Contrary to this fact, the insurance plans mirror those of the private insurance 
market and offer comprehensive coverage with required cost sharing for enrollees. 
 
What H.R. 3204 Accomplishes 
Although the high-risk pool policy that is in currently in place has and can continue to help 
thousands of individuals, I along with my fellow Congressional Colleagues feel that more can be 
done.   
 

• Increases allowable premium charged under a qualified high-risk pool to two hundred 
percent of the premium. 

• Defines "standard risk rate" as a rate that is determined under the state high-risk pool by 
considering the premiums charged by other health insurers in the same market. 

• Requires the Secretary of Health and Human Services to award grants to states with 
qualified high-risk pools for the provision of supplemental consumer benefits. 

• Amends the Public Health Service Act to reauthorize funds for states to create and 
operate existing high-risk health insurance pools.2 

 
As you can see, this bill has the potential to help citizens that have been turned away from 
private insurance companies.  Health insurance is and will always remain a primary concern 
for me.  I will continue to keep health insurance at the forefront of my priorities as I represent 
the 32nd district of Congress. 
 
I continue to work toward health insurance reform in the 109th Congress, to address these and 
other important issues.  I am also hopeful that the Senate will complete its work on this House-
passed legislation before the end of the session.  If you have any questions or concerns please 
feel free to contact me or my Legislative Assistant Bobby Hillert at 202.225.2231 or via email at 
Robert.hillert@mail.house.gov. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
Pete Sessions 
Member of Congress 
 
PS\cs 
 

                                                             
2 H.R.3204.  The State High Risk Pool Funding Extension Act of 2005.  Legislative Information System.  September 
2, 2005. 


