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Equine welfare advocates from around the country gathered last week in Nashville to discuss horse rescue outreach at 

the fourth annual conference of the Homes for Horses Coalition (HHC). Sponsored by The Humane Society of the 

United States (HSUS) and the Animal Welfare Institute (AWI), the conference attracted more than 40 individuals 

representing 25 equine welfare organizations from 18 states. 

Panel discussions spanned topics that included methods for increasing the adoptability of rescued horses, working 

effectively with law enforcement, preparedness for participation in large-scale seizures, using social media to increase 

awareness and funding, and how to become a nationally accredited rescue or sanctuary through the Global Federation 

of Animal Sanctuaries. 

"The members of the Homes for Horses Coalition are on the front lines in the battle to save America's at-risk horses 

from horse slaughter, neglect, and other forms of cruelty," said Keith Dane, the HSUS' director of equine protection. 

"They shared their successes, best practices, and war stories at this conference, and reaffirmed their commitment to 

always put the welfare of the horse first." 

The HSUS premiered a new public service announcement featuring natural horsemanship trainer Pat Parelli, urging 

potential horse owners to consider adoption to help save horses' lives. 

"The Homes for Horses Coalition and its member horse rescues have done a fantastic job of promoting the adoption of 

rescued horses," said Christine Sequenzia, federal policy advisor for the AWI. 

Major themes that emerged from the conference included the need for greater communication and collaboration with 

stakeholders in the horse industry, and an emerging emphasis on natural horsemanship techniques to rehabilitate 

rescued horses. 

Founded in 2007 by The HSUS and AWI, the Homes for Horses Coalition is dedicated to ending horse slaughter and 

other forms of equine abuse while promoting growth, collaboration, and professionalism in the equine rescue and 

protection community. 

The fifth annual Homes for Horses Coalition conference will be held in May 2011 in conjunction with the 2011 Animal 

Care Expo at the Disney Coronado Springs Resort in Orlando, Fla. To find out more, visit: www.homesforhorses.org. 

 

	  


