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Aggies learn policymaking process firsthand

reat opportunities 1o get hands-
Gm experence i work you Jove
don't come along every day,

That's why Genna Meisner applied for
the Texas A&M University Agricultural
aad Natural Resources Policy (ANRP)
[zteraship Program during her wopho
move year. The agribusiness major from
Knoxville, Tennesace, was chosen 1o
spend ber spring semester in 2006
working for the Office of the House
Coaumittes on Agriculture in Washing.
e, D.C, performing 3 whittwind of
suties from routine office tasks 10 leg.
wiative research foc the 2007 Farm Bill

She galned work experience, college
<redit, networking opportunities and
nemocies to s 4 lifetime. Her o malls
% [riends back in Agpeland g
pses of adventures both exhilarmting
mundane: Visiting museums, writ-
ng 3 beglalative history of m bll, touring
uicnsl monuments, atiending press
lerences, walking in the snow, sitting
on & briefing on NAFTA and the
-U.S. trade dispute on bumber
other waterns from arcund the

2007

country, writing & summazy on the U.S.
Babrain Free Trade Agreenent—and
opening mail

To be selected for the program,
Meisner completed a ngoreas applice-
tica process that includes s essey and
professicnsl résumd » screening inter.
view with a faculty pasel, 1nd two final
pancl wmterviews with congessional
safl, constuents, commocity RLOuUps
aad more faculty

"To be selected 20 easly ko my college
career opwned my eyes that what 1 am
learning ot AKM can be applied 10 pub-
lic policy and have a profound effect on
the real woeld,® says Melsner

The need for interns with a back-
ground in agricultural polic; was the
catalyst (or startiag the program. In
1990, US. Rep. Greg Loughiin of Texas
contacted Dr. Roo Knutson with the
Agricultural and Food Folicy Center at
A&M for recommendations for an intern
with knowledge of agricultual and nat.
ural resource issoes to help in his office
Since then, moce than S00 Texas AkM
students have been selectod 10 serve xs

by Helen White

mterns for state and paticosd Longres
sonal offices and agriculture-reinted
“gencies such as the National Asso-
cation of Stete Departments of Agricul.
ture, USDA or the Texas Department of
Agriculture. ANRP interas serve year.
rownd in Congress and every other yoar
during the Texas legislative seasion
They are comaidered firat-rate by the
offices where they work.

"One of the things | have always
enjoyed about the ARM program is we
could count on very high-quality sppit
Cants with agriculture in their back.
ground,” says Mike Dunlep, Jegistative
assistent with the House Committes on
Agricalture iz Washington, D C

US Rep. Chet Edwnrds of Texas has
hosted an intern from the ANRP
Program for the past 15 yrars

"As an Aggie, | am proud 1o have host-
oc an ANRP intern every year since
1991 and will continne to do o because
I believe it s importans for students to
come to Wishington, learn about their
democracy. and return home to make 2
positive difference in their communi-
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ties,” says Edwards, “There is no
doubt that many of the Texas AAM
students who come to Washington
will become the lesders of tomaorrow,
snd it is & privilege 1o support them
and help them galn valuable experl-
ence.”

US. Rep. Heary Bonilla of Texas,
former chair of the Agriculkture
Subcommittes of the House Commit-
tee on Appropristions, is another
longtime suppocter of the program,

‘Aggies clearly have an ingrained
sense of clvic respoasibiiity and a
deep sense of patriotism.* says
Bonilla. *These qualities, combined
with the high caliber of students
Teans ARM Univensity produces
cach year, provide a Jevel of interns
who possess the latelligence, profes-
slooalism and ambition Jawmakers
require 1o keep a congressional office
on track.”

ANRP is one of the few agricule.
ally focused public polict laternship
peograms In the natioa. says Cady
Auckerman, program director and
former mtern. [nterns are outstand-
ing students in the College of
Agriculture and Life Sciences, major.
leg In a variaty of fiekds, such as and.
mal science, genetics, agnicaltural

*Qur interns get the oppertuady
10 learn about public policy on &
wide variety of lasues as relate
to their majors interests and Poten.
tial career goals—from farm policy to
genetics %o nutrition or maoy cther
issues concerning the food and fiber
sector,” says Aucikerman ‘Many
interns use the experience they gain
to seek careers in public policy
immediately vpon graduating. while
others go on to gradusie or lew
whool

‘No matter what the studeats’ uki
mate carcer goals may be, a semester
1 Washiagton or Austin beoadens

108 PIPrn work POrtiniies wd 1pe-
Gl projects telaticg Te Ve i)y and
kogwiedge ey i dusing el
interaships. Bhe maf o1 of congees
slocal tnteraships are 0P bon-

ever, all particpattd oifiges puy
thewr ANRP interns a small ™ onthiy
stipend. They receive 8 progras
scholarship of up to $2 500 10 offset
living expenses for the semester and
& minkmum salary of $500 @ month
from the congressional of agency
office where they work. The ANRP
peogram provides bousing for D.C.
tnternt

Before leaving for Copitel Hill or
Austin, students complete an lnten-
slve Internship training on lviag and
working in a Jegislative environment,
Josh Maxwell 02, a former tatern
who now serves as a professmonal
staffer for the Howse Committes on
Agriculture in Washisgton, says this
training was lnvaluable.

“The great thing about the pregram
Is that they put you I & position fo
succeed.” Maxwell ssys. "They beief
YOU oo the Proper ways to be an
intett) and wiiat Lo FXDect 3o that
When Yeu gd oy heze T¥endt o
shock. They Puf Yau™ at ghidife sit-
vatica of how you're golog o mosk
and bow the job is really goleg to
h.

In Wishisgton, students live in
housing provided by Texas Ak,
Auckerman stays in close contast
with the 1 terns dusing the semester
1o counsel them and belp ensure »
goed experience, A network of wp-
porters—including an on-fte resices-
thal adviser. former NNRP ¥ tezns,
the Natighal Copifol A glup s
Texas Stafe Society and macy oth-
ers—are ready and wilitn g to help

Congresaional fnterns are aso
mentored by former Agpe Stemns,
More than %0 alumai currently wokk
in Washington and st Jeag 1§ alumas
of the program work s sl mem.
bers i the Texas Legialatuze.

Ia the office of the'Mouse
Conmmoomnm&m
wothnd with Murwd), whe, dudog
spoiaryidinfp o
Farm Sill. Now Debag spneuli g
e Gy

As8n
he bidped Meisaer wodr.

M“Mhﬂdlh—&m
bty settind p Searivgs, aradiop
éetiogs, WALY gt ¢s Talad
1esoach, and helping maite 4 e ot
the legislation, @ p8iton (o geasts®
office support.

Lifescapes




she researched other policy kssues such
as interpational trede, eaviroomental
issues, nulriticn, and "a forestry bill on
emergency recovery and research.”

Back on campus for ber junior year,
Melsner continues 10 seek oul opporte
nities and plan abead. Her behind-the-
scenes look at policy and politics as a

: ietern gave her pew
carver digections and a greater apprecia-
tion for “how the real world works and
borw things get doae.

*1'd really like to work with interna-
tional trade policy. whether with the
USDA's Foreign Agricaltural Service, a
foreign affairs knterest growp oc even
back with the Comaittee on Agriculture
on Capltol HAL® Meisoer says

Like Meisner, many interns find that a
career in public policy is just what they
were looking for, When Alsan Scott '02
graduated with @ degree In floriculture,
she bad no plans o work in govern.
ment. Bul, wacertain about ber carser
placs, she Tled Lf an mternship to
168G aboa ¢ the sad what
cppartunifies ! avallable. She

woeked %1 Sta%e Bep. Bngd Swanioed
7 and M o ;&‘.im\b&

dolag, T will wlwaYs be valyed in pub-
lic RCY—voting, vo\mteermg and
Uoiay b vvlved 10 comesunity ssves *
Scott hasa 1 Jeft behind bher love of flork
culture either, She finds time to work as
an event foral designer on nights and
weekends

Whitney Verett '05 koew after her
internship that she wanted to return to
Wishington and work (n the area of
sgricultural policy. After an extensive
b search, she fouad out abourt an
cpening o the office of U.S, Rep. Mike
Fogers of Alabama *Coagressman
Fogers is on the Committos on
Agriculture and 1 thought it weeld be &

Like Maxwell, Verett worked oo the
Farm Bill. Her job respongibilities
ber an even greater appreciation
the ANRP Internship Program. “You
how kmpoctant good interns are and
vital they are to an office,” Verett
*If you bave a good intern, it

ing 2007

makes it a Jot essier for the staff to do
their jobs, knowiag they can depend on
tomebody.*

Walt Sauith '97 completed his intern-
ship while working oo his master's
degree in agricultural development.
“When I got bere in 98, Texas was in a
severe drought, and the U.S, Congress
passed & drovght-disester package for
agricultural producers ® says South. it
really affected me because | koew that
peckage was going 0 have & direct
effect on people back home where 1
grew up. It really mattered to agricul-
ture and 10 the lecal economies there,
and that made me aware of what could
be done in D.C. and what effects the
policy bad*

Smith, formerly an appro-
priations assoclate with the
House Agricultural
Appropriations
Subcommittee in Wishing-
ton (now with the National
Rural Water Associstion and
the Thxas Rural Water

), credits the .
ANRF jnsernship fof sbaPmng
wo! oal¥ 215 crver but slse
Byt oPtmgn Vothers O D.C.
'l 1ngeoed for Chet.
Bdwards and warked fof
Larry Combt on the Howse
Committee on Agricalture,*
says Senith. *1've worked
fossr yeans for icary Boaills,
chatrman of the House
Agricultural Approperiations
Subcommittes, the Bush
sdministration; «nd the
National Cattlemen's Beef
Asscclation. In every one of
those jobs, [“ve worked with
at Jeast one person who o
went through the ARM wgr boutuaral
internship program. | could
rettle off 10 to 15 people }
know who went through the
nternship and decided not
oaly to stay in Washingtoa, bul also are
active in farm policy, i agricaliture and
o0 Capitol HIll. They all went through
the program, enjoyed it, and learsed
that they could make a difference and
bad a passion for public service *

To makes these experiences possible,
all intern scholarships are raised
through the generosity of private dosors
#s well &3 businesses and comamodity
wroups. The Texas Faren Bureau bas

Former Congresamar Neary Bonla (contar ) &
spperier. with Agpx members
Picoured (elt 1o righe

we Colbepil

devrdlcpmomt vtk an crvghany

beeo one of the program's loogest-rua-
ning and largest annual suPporters. Blae
Bell Creameries, Texas Poultry Beder-
stion and Ag Workers Mutual also pro-
vide vital annwr? scholsrabip suppoet.
1o addition, many groups sech as the
Plains Cotton Growers, Texas Grain
and Food Association, South Texas
Cotton and Graln Association, and the
College of Agriculture Development
Councll have started endowmeats 10
assist students

Jizn Prewitt owns wholesale nursenies
in Houston, Sen Antondo, Austin, Fort
Worth and Dallas. But befoce his career
in landscaping sod nursery businesses,
he worked for four years during the
19608 for U.S. Rep. Joba Dowdy of

Jerguee ANR?
of s stal b the B of 2004

e Steer Dutton M palbtacl s Shery
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Texas i Washingtoa, D.C. Prewitt sayy
that because of his experience in
Washizgton, he has been involved in the
political process bis entire sdult life.
That's why he suppoets the ANRP
doternship Program

*[ want to expose top students o the
inner workings of government,* says
Presett. *1I'm not trying %0 encoursgs
them to go mto politics. But, regardiess
of what career they choose, they will be




this is why he
Iege” to sapport this program:

Yres Bailey, Agrouture. Food and Tade Lobpst, Wak Mart Stoves,
he, Washington, D.C. (intem, ol 2002) “The ANRP krternshp
operance n Rap, [Charke) Sterhaims ofice changed my lie |
Sy sxpected to return home gher e interaded, but Me on
Capeol HI prabbed me and | stayed on 22 3 kAl ome staffer. My
T AR e cation, the viemshp and the many great pecpse |
e through both, pregared me weld for the b | now have.”

hatalle Edder, Staf Asstant, U S, Rep. Artur Diavis of Abama
Washngton, D.C (rtern, W) 2004), "1 moved 10 D.C. 10 days
der | graduated from AZM. | began my peofecsonyl carser in
Comgresuman Artur Dive’ office as the stefl sssatart n Febvury
205 and began wordang oo my Magier's of Soence n
Admnuraton degree m the speng of 2006 1 a0 begyy wih iy
PRLOpEIon 0 the ANRP keershe Program.”

Deith Fraoks. Lepsanve Assatane bor Agnouture, Trade, and Small
fusres bues, US. Sen Jobn Cormyn of Texas, Washington, D.C
(meemy, speng 2003) “The ntemehip was an Inganng expenenie
et alowed me 1o 22 that no matier the color of your stnpes oc
vhisl your weal, rmuch e on Kl Feld. VWashs Qo0 roqures
mamwerk to move shead”

Aoy Massen, Legrdatnve Assocate, The Shencan Growp

D.C. (ntern, sprrg 2006). “Trrough the inerehgp, |
racde cortacts and found e b of my dreams advocatng for chil.
oren and publc health isoues. | fadd 50 fortunate that | was chosen

e the wternded program, and Linow it i one of the rewsons for
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Suzle Lecnam, Law Cedk, Hon Boan L Owsey, US Daincy
Court for the Southem Distnat of Tewas, (rtem, Wishington, D.C
spong 2002, ard Austn, sprvg 2003). “Whde complating two
ANRP rterngwps. | dacoverad my pass on for law and publ polcy

| was able to wok & the e o, ad

1he xpenincd providad 3 soid founditon 'or 3 Creer n pus

A,

polcy ard low”

Caroline Anderson Rydell, Dy ector. Corgressonal Relinovs
Fenencan Farm Buresy Fecerabon, Washington, D.C. (rtern, sumr
Afer my nterndep with [US. Rep ) Bal Sarpabus [of
Texas) 1w olffered Sultene employment in b
from there | Dacame 3 log s atve assstant foousng on agrcuburd
e, then sl drector for the Gereral Farm Commoctes
Subcommisee. and now | am a drecior of congressond retore,
il work rg co behadf of US farmers o ranchens”

mer 1991

BeenDC

Christine Marie Sequentia. Agnculure Legsiive Acsetae, U S
Rep. Pete Sessors of Tewas. Wash ngion, D.C. (imem. sporg
2004). “The ANRP rternshp Program cpened my eyes 10 & world
| may have nevey congdered. | bocame enchanted with the cigent
avd nfusntal work exeatad by the members of C
tors and ther stat *

COPRIes, NG

Sarah Whiting, Legshive Correspondons, US Rep. Mahad T,
MeCaul of Texan, Washegion, D.C. (imem, spong 2006). “My
Penenie 15 a0 riem Floaed me 10 idently an ava that | wanied
10 work in, and it s placed e in 3 cb Tt prowdes the knowd
edge, maperence, contacts and pobon 10 De an eflectve advocate
DOth row and 0 e L.’
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